
Heating 

 Keep anything that can burn at least three-feet away from heating equipment, like the 
furnace, fireplace, wood stove, or portable space heater. 

 Have a three-foot “kid-free zone” around open fires and space heaters. 
 Never use your oven to heat your home. 
 Have a qualified professional install stationary space heating equipment, water heaters 

or central heating equipment according to the local codes and manufacturer’s 
instructions. 

 Have heating equipment and chimneys cleaned and inspected every year by a qualified 
professional. 

 Remember to turn portable heaters off when leaving the room or going to bed. 
 Always use the right kind of fuel, specified by the manufacturer, for fuel burning space 

heaters. 
 Be sure all furnace controls and emergency shutoffs are in proper working condition. 

 Leave furnace repairs to qualified specialists. Do not attempt repairs yourself unless you 
are qualified. 

 Inspect the walls and ceiling near the furnace and along the chimney line. If the wall is 
hot or discolored, additional pipe insulation or clearance may be required. 

 Check the flue pipe and pipe seams. Are they well supported; free of holes, and cracks? 

Soot along or around seams may be an indicator of a leak. 
 Is the chimney solid, with cracks or loose bricks? All unused flue openings should be 

sealed with solid masonry. 
 Keep trash and other combustibles away from the heating system. 

Important Tips: 

Ensure all entry/exits in your home are cleared from snow to ensure you can get out in case 
of a fire. Make sure all windows are not frozen in case you need to use these as an escape 
mechanism. 
  
If there is a fire hydrant near your home, you can assist the fire department by keeping the 
hydrant clear of snow so in the event it is needed, it can be located. 
- See more at: http://www.oafc.on.ca/winter-fire-safety-tips#sthash.sIK0wSNR.dpuf  
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